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WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES is 24 hours of an online study 
programme over 8 weeks in Summer, with weekly support 

from a Mentor, and sessions on:

Study skills in planning, note taking and techniques to help 
you get to grips with the demands of independent learning at 

your new college or sixth form

Confidence building and wellbeing sessions with our 
University graduate mentors that will help you get in the right 

mindset for learning

An independent Maths learning programme to increase 
your independence and confidence in numeracy, and English 
skills masterclasses to help you prepare for the demands of 
coursework, these will also be a great help for students who 

will need to resit either of these GCSEs at college



TUTORS FOR THE WADADM COURSE ARE FROM A VARIETY OF BACKGROUNDS
AND LOCAL SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES. FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THEM!

Tasnim Ali 
MENTOR 

I am a university student looking to teach in the near 
future. I love working with children and young people 
to find themselves while also improving their academic 
skills.

Charlie Dawson 
MATHS LEAD
I was head of 
mathematics for 18 
years at Northgate High 
School in Ipswich. This 
year, having gone part 
time, I am now
the Subject Knowledge
tutor for the Suffolk
and Norfolk SCITT 
teacher training as
well as working as a
consultant for the Ipswich 
Opportunity Area. I have 
recorded well over 5,000 
screencasts of maths 
problems on my YouTube 
channel accessible from 
the IOA website www.
ipswichmaths.co.uk. Two 
years ago I cycled to 
Newcastle to see my son 
in his final year at uni and 
this year I’m cycling to 
York and back to see my 
daughter in her final year.

Cosmin Constantin 
Potolea 
MENTOR
Hi, I’m Cosmin. I am 
currently a student at 
University of Suffolk 
studying game design 
and my passion is the
art of visual storytelling, 
especially through
video games and
photography. But 
alongside it, I also love 
to take part in different 
projects aimed at 
helping other people 
grow and learn new 
things. In the past years, 
I’ve been in multiple 
social projects and 
programs, such as the 
Erasmus projects, and 
I am more than eager 
to share my personal 
experience and what 
I’ve learned throughout 
each of them to help 
other people grow and 
develop as well.

Samantha Ritchie 
MENTOR
I am a mum of 4 children, 
one of which has severe 
learning difficulties 
and ADHD and ASD.  I 
previously worked in 
childcare for 4 years 
before deciding to start 
my degree last year in 
Psychology and Early 
Childhood Studies. Once 
I complete my degree, 
I hope to complete my 
PCGE to become a 
teacher. I love to bake lots 
of sweet treats and enjoy 
the outdoors with my two 
labrador retrievers.

Ebony Perkins  
MENTOR 

I am studying Early 
Childhood Studies 
at Suffolk University. I 
am working towards 
becoming a primary 
school teacher. When 
the opportunity came 
up to be a mentor, I 
put myself forward 
to help students and 
use my knowledge to 
benefit them. It is very 
rewarding to know that I 
am making a difference 
to young people and 
their futures. In my free 
time, I enjoy art, nature 
and a bit of gaming!

Grace Toombs  
MENTOR 

I am currently 
undertaking a 
Childhood Studies 
degree, and my aim is 
to become a primary 
school teacher. I am 
a caring person who 
likes to help others 
and have enjoyed 
working alongside 
this programme so 
far. I am passionate 
about promoting good 
wellbeing and effective 
work habits; another 
aspect of which this 
programme focuses on.

Hazel Weekes 
PROJECTS 
COORDINATOR 

I was successful in 
receiving a module in 
City & Guilds Level 3, 
Preparing to Teach in 
the Lifelong Learning 
Sector which has helped 
me in my current role 
of just over a year.  This 
has been very different 
to my previous roles, 
and I am really enjoying 
it.  I enjoy cooking and 
socialising with family 
and friends.
 
My focus is to support 
my team and the 
students, so that they 
receive the maximum 
benefit and a rewarding 
and lasting experience 
from this programme.  
We share a common 
goal as a team and this 
is to help our young 
people prepare for their 
future and to succeed 
in life!

Kirsty Langley-Kara  
MENTOR LEAD
I am a Primary teacher 
with experience of 
working with children 
and adults too. I 
have a Psychology 
degree and enjoy 
working with young 
people and adults that 
sometimes find learning 
challenging. I help 
people find ways to 
successfully meet these 
challenges and enjoy 
their learning.

Claire Manning 
MENTOR 

I am a psychology 
undergraduate working 
towards becoming a 
teacher at the end of 
my studies, as I have 
always enjoyed teaching 
and helping others. In 
my free time, I enjoy 
reading books and 
playing board games 
with my family.

Oliver Burrell 
MENTOR 

When I’m not working 
or studying for my child 
development degree, 
I spend a lot of time 
running around after my 
new puppy!


